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September 05 WCDP News 

Please join or renew your membership! 

 
Send Check for $25 to:  Paula Rouse, Treasurer 

839 West 17th Street, Oshkosh, WI  54902  

 
Agenda 

 
Will be  

 
Announced 

 
At 
 

The Delta! 

  

Winnebago County Democratic Party  920-203-6883 
 

The next meeting of the 
Winnebago County Democratic 

Party is:  

September 14th 
@  

The Delta 
515 N Sawyer Street 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
7:00 – 9:00 PM 

 

Understanding the Choice Issue in the Roberts Confirmation 
 

We've all heard the relentless grandstanding of special-interest groups from all 
over the political spectrum about George Bush's Supreme Court Chief Justice 
nominee, John Roberts. Of course the most talked-about, hot-button issue is 
abortion-will the next United States Supreme Court overturn Roe v. Wade? 
Democrats are already facing criticism for early disparagement of Roberts, and 
NARAL Pro-Choice America has been pressed to yank anti-Roberts TV 
commercials from the air. But overturning Roe is not as simple as the mainstream 
media would have you believe-and the consequences would reach a lot further 
than just a woman's right to choose. 
 

President Bush proudly describes Roberts as a "strict constructionist" who would 
adhere rigorously to the framers' intended constitutional meaning. That sounds 
pretty good, but as renowned University of Chicago law professor Cass Sunstein 
points out, the constitution as written over 200 years ago would allow for race and 
sex discrimination by the federal government-we would live in a segregated 
nation and women wouldn't have the vote. 
 

That's because, of course, choice rights and privacy rights are completely 
unmentioned in the constitution. The foundations for Roe were laid in a 1961 
opinion where the Court enunciated that the "shadows" of the constitution contain 
an implicit right to privacy.  
 

The ability of the courts to strike down legislation and effectively create laws is an 
oft-criticized philosophy called judicial activism. Even some pro-choice advocates 
take issue with Roe for the very fact that abortion was legalized in the judicial 
branch of the government, and not the electorally accountable legislature. 
 

Roberts, meanwhile, has penned several opinions and memos that suggest he 
strongly favors judicial restraint. If, on the Court, Roberts turns out to be a strict 
constructionist who favors a non-activist judiciary, then the make up of the 
Supreme Court would likely turn to one that argues against any "shadow" rights in 
the constitution. And without the shadows we lose the right to privacy, which 
means not only a women's right to choose, but rights to birth control, private 
medical records and the scary future of electronic surveillance in an era of 
technology and terrorism.  
 

It's likely to be awhile before we know who Bush nominates for Sandra Day 
O'Connor's open seat, and conjecture abounds that that appointment will be even 
more heatedly debate. Roberts taking Rehnquist's seat is seen as a conservative 
replacing a conservative; O'Connor, however, was the essential swing vote, 
especially on the privacy issue. Wisconsin is fortunate enough to have to Senators 
serving on the Senate Judic iary Committee-so don't hesitate to tell them what 
you think about Roberts and the subsequent Court nominee! 
 

Senator Russ Feingold - 202.224.5323 - http://feingold.senate.gov/ 
Senator Herb Kohl - 202.224.5653 - http://kohl.senate.gov/ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever wanted to 
run for office? 
 

We are currently seeking 
people to run for City 
Councils, Town Boards 
County Board and other 
positions.  It is at this base 
level of democracy that real 
change starts.  The April 
elections are 6 months away.    
 

We will help you put together 
a campaign plan, recruit 
volunteers and work with you 
though the steps needed. 
 

If you have ever been 
interested in the process, 
please contact Jef Hall at 
920.203.6883 or email at 
jef@jefhall.com. 

 

Governor Doyle Details How Wisconsin Citizens Can Help Hurricane Katrina Victims 
 

Governor Jim Doyle detailed today the relief organizations that Wisconsin citizens can contact to 
help the victims of Hurricane Katrina. “The people of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama 
desperately need our help. I urge all citizens in Wisconsin to contribute what they can, however they 
can – whether it is their time, energy, prayers, or money.” The easiest way for the citizens of 
Wisconsin to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina is to donate money to be used in the rescue effort 
through the following organizations: 
 

American Red Cross     America’s Second Harvest 
1-800-HELP NOW (435-7669)    1-800-344-8070 
 

In addition to financial donations, those trained for rescue work in any capacity can contact one of 
the following organizations: 
 

Adventist Community Services    Catholic Charities, USA 
1-800-381-7171     703 549-1390 
 

Christian Disaster Response    Church World Service 
941-956-5183 or 941-551-9554   1-800-297-1516 
 

Convoy of Hope       Lutheran Disaster Response 
417-823-8998      800-638-3522 

Thanks to everyone who made this year’s corn 
roast a success! 
 
 

John Allen for the delicious corn 
 
 

Paula Rouse, Hugh Sloan, Paulette Feld, Bryan 
Bain, Sara Stichert, Gordon Hintz, Doug Boone 
and the Oshkosh Young Dems for setup, service 
and clean up! 
 
 

Atty Gen Peg Lautenschlager, Rob Fyrst, Rep. 
Tom Nelson, Rep Terry Van Akkeren, County 
Exec Mark Harris and Gordon Hintz for speaking 
 
 

The 200+ attendees and anyone I missed! 

Upcoming Events: 
Wednesday, September 14th – General Meeting, Delta Restaurant, Oshkosh – 7:00PM 

Friday, September 30th – Unity Breakfast, BJ Clancy’s, Menasha, WI 
Wednesday, October 12th – General Meeting, Delta Restaurant, Oshkosh – 7:00PM 



 

 

 

 

Message from the Chair 
We Should Support the County Sales Tax to Protect the Most Vulnerable in Winnebago County 

 
 

“Declining support from the US government and the State of Wisconsin, a 1.5 million structural deficit left 
by the prior executive, very generous three year labor contracts that run through 2006, rapidly rising fuel 
and utility costs, and a levy freeze that deprives the county of the additional revenue from appreciating 
property. The county is left with only two real choices; lay off 100 to 130 employees and allow many 
services to the poor the elderly and the community at large to suffer, or adopt a 1/2% sales tax.”   
 

This was County Executive Mark Harris’ statement regarding the proposed 0.5% sales tax.  The sales tax 
will bring in $9 million in 2006.  $3 million will go to fill the budget holes, $4 million will go to property 
tax relief, and $2 million would go into the reserve fund.   
 

What does this mean?  Many people are not talking about the property tax relief portion.  It creates a $.50 
per $1,000 reduction in the property tax rate.  These numbers matter, because they help show who is 
gaining and losing in this equation. 
 

We know who loses if this tax does not go through, the poor, the elderly, the developmentally disabled, 
children and crime victims.  Without the funds generated by this tax, the DA will not re- fill a domestic 
violence advocate; the sheriff office will reduce patrol in rural areas, lowering response times.  Social 
workers will be downsized, removing 70 indigent elderly from service and reducing response to child 
abuse claims. 
 

But, independent fixed income elderly, and working poor homeowners also loose if the sales tax is not 
passed.  Combining the property tax relief with the sales tax, you see a reduction to the tax burden of these 
groups.  An elderly couple owning a $100,000 house, on a fixed income of $20,000 per year, the will save 
$50 on property tax, and according to Sate of Wisconsin estimates, $40 more in sales tax for $10 in tax 
relief. 
 

Also, this tax does not fall on purchases of food or medicine; therefore much more of the elderly couple’s 
spending would be tax-free. 
 

An average couple making $45,000 in household income would see a small increase in net taxes of $40 for 
the year.  The sales tax collected then goes up with the level of disposable income.  Also this would enable 
the county to collect this sales tax on the tourists who enjoy our county services through EAA, Country 
USA & the like, yet pay no local tax. 
 

It seems obvious to me.  It is the poorest, the most vulnerable and the elderly; as well as those dedicated 
county workers that care and provide services for them that are being asked to shoulder the cuts of the 
county budget.  Why?  So those with a large amount of expendable income will not have to see a marginal 
increase in the yearly amount of taxes that are collected by the county.  If there is any lesson to be learned 
from the experience in New Orleans, it is that starving and gutting government affects those who need the 
service the most.   
 

We must never forget that compassion does not end at the curb of your street.  We as a society have a 
responsibility to care for those defenseless among us down the street, across town and throughout the 
county. 
 

The sales tax is not a course that should be taken lightly; it is the better of two bad choices that have been 
handed to the county government.  We should be proud to have a County Executive like Mark Harris who 
sees that the necessary course is not always the politically expedient one.  By supporting his efforts, we 
will be supporting those in Winnebago County who most need our help. 
 

I urge you to call your county supervisor ant urge them to vote in favor of the county sales tax to support 
those most needy among us. 

The ‘Message from the Chair’ is Jef Hall’s opinion only. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
PO Box 1112 
Oshkosh, WI 54903 
 

To help the victims of Hurricane Katrina,  
Please contact the American Red Cross at 

1.800.HELP.NOW 

Winnebago County 
Democratic Party 

Jef Hall, Chair  
224A Scott Ave 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 
920.203.6883 
jef@jefhall.com 
 
Sara Stichert, 1st Vice Chair 
416 W 5th Ave 
Oshkosh, WI  54901 
920.426.3533 
saraleestichert@aol.com 
 
Don Winter, 2nd Vice Chair 
451 Hawthorne Street 
Neenah, WI 54956 
920.725.1520 
 
Liz Swank, Secretary 
800 Algoma Blvd #63 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 
920.424.1164 
lizswank@hotmail.com 
 
Paula Rouse, Treasurer 
839 West 17th Avenue 
Oshkosh, WI 54902 
920.426.4210 
wtr3111@yahoo.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Vacant 
 
Joanne Roush , Fundraising 
Chair 
jroush@eathline.net 
 
Bree Madison, Communications 
Chair 
bree_615@yahoo.com 

 

Membership form 
Ø New Member 
Ø Renewal 
q General ($25 ) add just $10 each 

for up to three additional members 
in your household 

q Family ($60) includes all family 
members + bumper sticker 

q Special  ($10) Senior Citizen, 
Student, Unemployed 

q Cash in the amount of $_____ 
q Check or money order in the 

amount of $ _____ for _____ 
members enclosed. Make check 
payable to Democratic Party of 
Wisconsin 

o Please charge/deduct $ _____ 
from the account below (one time 
charge) 

o Please charge/deduct $ _____ 
monthly/quarterly – circle one (A 
total of  $ _____ 

o Visa 
o Master Card 

- - -  - - - -  - - - -  - - - -   
Exp Date _____ 
 
 
                                                Signature  

Join the Wisconsin Democratic Party 

About Our Organization… 
The Democratic Party of Winnebago County is committed to seeking 
out and helping to elect Democrats to office at all levels of 
government, working to have Democrats appointed to boards and 
commissions at all levels of government, developing and working for 
the adoption of progressive positions on political and public policy 
issues, and working to keep our organization vibrant and in touch 
with its members and the community as a whole. At a minimum, we 
need every Democratic-minded person's membership . 
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  Name (s) 
 
  Address 
 
  City                                 Zip 
 
  Phone (day)                Phone (eve) 
 
  E-mail                          Fax No. 
 
Date _____  County ____________  
 
No. of members joining: _____ 
 
Congressional district: _____ 
 
 
Democratic Party of Wisconsin 
222 State Street, Suite  
400 Madison, WI 53703-2273   
608-255-5172 
 
party@wisdems.org 
www.wisdems.org 
 
 
 

 

 


